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Administrative reform as a means o improve public sector performance has always been on the agenda
of national governments. The objectives and instruments of administrative reform have varied from time to
time. In the recent past. goverments around the globe have concentrated their reform efiorts on the
redesign of administrative organizations. Although the 1980 and 1990s were characterized by
organizational proliferation, “a much changed economic and political environment has ushered in a period
of bureaucratic contraction” (MacCarthaigh & Roness. 2012, p. 773). Thus. the question becomes highly
relevant under which conditions “states are able to reduce, ie. to abolish or terminate parts of their
administrative stiucture” (Adam, Bauer, Knill, & Studinger, 2007 p. 221)

Ver el texto completo del
articulo

A growing number of studies deal with this issue (Boin, Kuipers, & Steenbergen, 2010; Carpenter & Lewis
2004; Lewis, 2004). resuming a classic approach exploring the “mortality” of govemment organizations
(Kaufman. 1976). Despite valuable findings, this lterature still displays some imbalances and gaps (cf.
Adam et al.. 2007 MacCarthaigh, Roness. & Sarapuu, 2012). First, most studies have focused on U.S
agencies. As national contexts are crucially important for the understanding of public organizations (Van
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