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an overview of the so-called Spanglish

phenomenon and its linguistic repertoires 1. Introduction: L Contact Ph ish-English L
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(code-switching utterances). We propose
that it is necessary to link all different forms
of analysis in order to verify hypotheses
regarding the relationship among social,
linguistic, and cognitive processes behind
Spanglish. We argue that Spanglish

Alternation in the United States)

anguage coexistence within societies is a widespread phenomenon; thus, language contact

I situations are not an exception, but rather the norm (Gafaranga 2007). Such contact
can lead to very different outcomes, which range from the borrowing of vocabulary to

the creation of new and autonomous languages. Any attempt to study the linguistic skeleton
of language contact phenomena should adopt an interdisciplinary approach where social and
finguistic hypotheses are interwoven 1o account for the same phenomenon: lingui demtity of
emerging/chancing soci - In this naner. we exnlore the sociolinouistic. svnt.
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